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Futh and Scott Mewhall with Torl (Victorda TII) in Eromt
af Piru home. Gccober 1989,







turming a straggling daily inie a media powerhouse, dicd October 26
: after a shon illness, He was 78, Mewhall artended Cal for three years in
tlse early 19305, and his wife, Ruth Wakdo Newhall *31, served as the G-
cle’s Berkeley correspondent. Though not a particularly il man, Newhall
always scemed a bit larger than 1ife, and e brought sest and luamor o bis
iwo loves, newspapering and safling,

He jolncd the Chrovicle 2s a photographer in 1935, rose 1o become executive
editor in 1952, and Fater-edivon, and stepped dowm i 1971, 1o between, he
tumned & stedpy paper Into o lively ang, with splashy stories and headlines
ihat often had maore zauce than sebstance. “Larraburn Splits!” scpeamed a
1969 headline set in poing-to-war type. Bad the Taned San Francisoo bakecy
announced a stock split? No; it was launching 4 e of pre-split English
T,

Mewhall brougli g same irreverence 1o his love of boais. In 1936, he sef
off am a roand-tie-world couise, with his wife Ruth as navigator, Though they
had taken a course In oclestial savigation with Cal astronmmny prodessor O,
Dipnald Shane, Nowhall couldn’t iell a sextani from a sun sighi. He intended
o “pick it up along the way,” he sald, {The wip was cut shon in Mexico when
e was injored and forced to return for medical attention). A& 1970 Newhall
trip novoss the Atlantic with a side:paddle rugl:n:um he bougthi in Enpland was
I'g.'pi-;:.ul.. e madde the entire crossing o five knots* said his wile Kuth, “and
made port with just hall a tank of fuel.”

That crossing paralleled Mewhall®s attempis at a political carcer., I 1971,
hee ran for mayor of San Francisco, finkshing a disun fifth behind, among ach-
ers, Mayor Joseph Alloro and challenger (now Senater) Dianne Feinsteln,

After leaving the Clirowicle, Mewhall and his wife resertled in Sonthem Cal
ifornia, where he edited the Family newspaper, the Sewfall Sigmal; ooiil F9RA.

Thouogh not above criticizing Cal —he
wrinie a famoaes 1958 editorial klasting the
scthoad for “Los Angelism® in b use of pro-
fesiomnals in football—Mewhall was a
good (riend of the Universitg, Tn 1969,
whille tear gas flled e alr and troops
stood guard evervwhere, Mewhall and a
group of Old Blues stood 21 Sather Gate
amd read an elepand statement about
theeir love and support for Cal—
ard offered (o pud up their
oL imeiey, Lake People’s
Park oll the Universing™s
hands, and make i indoe a
real park. That year,
Mewhall began to arganinse
the group of steadiast sup-
pomers into what would
later he known as Use
Berkeley Peilows.

He it survived by his
wilie Ruth and rthree sons,
Skip, Jon, and Tony

Fm.‘.‘n Framcisen Chromicle edivor Scott Newhall, who spent 20 years

Scoit Hawhall
in the 19710







i ﬁm nﬂm"ﬂﬂaghﬂhn
lcle- Joint Operating
pelleics, environment, architecture,
ﬂm ‘lﬁnt Building, the Exploratoriua, fighting
-;g_rﬁatuﬂng automobiles, collecting and minting coins,
E:nt'l.'m Co.; on fact l.n.d tantasy in newspapering;
' #;‘-ﬁﬁ-iﬂq Newhall Land and Farming Co. leadership; the Mawhall
-1989, and development of Valenela, Californla; changes in
Imb’-luﬂig a jf-n'l.ut AInterview with Ben Bagdikisn, emericus dean, UC
7 an interview with Ruth ¥ewhall on har marriage, career,
?ﬂ}ﬁj-: ‘and & 1967 interview by Ruth Newhall of Scott Newhall on "a
Appendices Include 1967 interview on being a newspaper
Wﬂ.‘pﬁﬂ:* and 1930 interview on music.

Introduction by Karl Kertum, Chisf Curater, San Franclsce Maritime Natlonal
Historic Park.

Interviewed 1988, 198% by Suzsnme B. Riess. The Reglonal Oral History Dffice,
The Bancroft Lihtnrjr, University of Californla, Berkeley.
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Tt seems to me that that comes close to explaining Scott Newhall’s chore on
earth,

‘The difference s that in Seott’s case the windmills wouldn't have won.,

There is a period where we have doubts: his remarkable youth. He hurls
himself at life, often close 1o disaster, but after a rocky apprenticeship he escapes

imto a new world, the University and marriage to Ruth. He is nineteen, wild, still

wild, getting worse. She will be an anchor 10 windward. He has 1o have her,
The praposal is unusual:

". . we went up to Crockett where the old bridge used to cross the
Carquinez Straits to Vallejo. We were in a 1931 Ford roadster . . . |
said; ‘Ruth, you see that telephone pole ahead of us on the side of the
road? She said “Yes." 1 said, ‘All right. [ am going to head for that
pole, and I'm going to put the throttle to the floor, and if you dan't
agree to marry me, we're going to go together.'

"l hit the throttle and off we went for the telephone pole, and of
course before we got there she screamed and said, 'AH nght, all nght,

amything . .™

Presently the horizons begin to broaden, and the old accomplishments (spons and
boozing) are turned in for new, and the knight errantry, the chivalry (not at is



But it is always there.

I should really not be so boid as to anal
mihufp#.mlhﬂlh#‘&m
tried to study him a bit, just a :
hitch!” He doesn't like it, But as time goe
have some privilege: Iﬁﬂgﬂﬁhﬁﬁ%%
this thick manuscript came to hand. p

It is thick and it is marvelous,

It is . . adventure.

Smnshmthmmdlmﬂ:dh:mmﬂmtmﬂ;nhﬂTukHWﬁ
round Cape Horm. We were carrying a cargo of lumber to South Africa. Imﬁ
way | later came to know the editor and in due course, from the family farm in
Petaluma, sent him a long proposal for a maritime museum/historic ships project
for San Francisco. [t was a true letter-to-the-editor (although a rather lengthy

one), not & request for @ job, But he liked it and got the Chronicle to back the
plan and insisted that I come 1o San Francisco to try to carry it out. [ [ound the

offer irresisuble. Septt paired off Dave Nelson, a resourceful young reporter, 1o
work with me.

It could be said that Scott and | were sizing each other up at this time, although
he was considerably quicker on the draw or I would still be up on the poultry
ranich, This was my patron; this was our strategist (he had devised a plan to co-
opt the publishers of all the four newspapers then in the city in support of the
museum . . only then would we assault the Mayor's office). It behooved me to
know this man.

"Your trouble is you think you have me figured out," he remarked one day.
No, Scott. Not then and not now. But let's try.

| suspect that he was overladen with charm from the start; it is the






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































